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ABSTRACT 



An interface apparatus includes a base element, an interface 
element, and an attachment mechanism for attaching the 
interface element to the base element. The attachment 
mechanism is pivotable within a plurality of degrees of 
freedom. The interface element is an extensible member 
which is, in two of its embodiments, pivotally mounted so as 
to be rotatably adjustable about a pivot point with respect to 
a primary member. The primary member may be a base 
member or another display member. These members may be 
computer keyboards or displays, such as liquid crystal 
displays (LCDs), audio speakers, or the like such as are used 
in desk top or lap top computers and terminals. 

16 Claims, 16 Drawing Sheets 
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OPENED SELECTIVELY EXTENSIBLE LCD 




FIG. 10 
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WIRE CONNECTION SELECTIVELY EXTENSIBLE 
LCD INTERNAL VIEW 




FIG. 11 
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CLOSED PIVOTAL LCD 




FIG. 17 
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FIG. 18 




FIG. 19 
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PIVOTALLY EXTENSIBLE DISPLAY DEVICE 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Technical Field of the iDventioo 

This invention relates to visual information display ^ 
screens for use with electronic devices such as portable 
computers, computer terminals, calculators, process control 
devices, or the like. More particularly, it relates to display 
screens including a plurality of screen members with an 
extensible member pivotally mounted so as to be rotatably 
adjustable about a pivot point with respect to a primary 
member. 

2. Background Art 

Notebook computers have a small viewing screen by 
design. That is, in order to achieve a small footprint for the 
notebook computer, the viewing screen is kept small. 
Increasing the size of the screen typically requires that the 
footprint be increased. This is not acceptable to a consimier, 
since a smaller footprint is preferred. 

Several approaches to enlarging the viewing screen with- 
oufincreasing the size of the footprint have been proposed^ 
These include (1) a collapsible screen which can be 
assembled in use and then disassembled and collapsed for 
compact storage; (2) a display module which is removable 25 
from a support module; (3 ) a secondary display module 
which is_ hinge attached for rotation into the plane of a 
primary display from a tx)sjtion substantially orthogonal . 
thereto: and (4) a rotatable side-panel or monitor wing 
station mounted to a video display monitor. In these designs, 33 
however, the hinged mechanisms employed for rotating the 
secondary screens are limited in such a manner as to 
preclude positioning the secondary screen in any orientation 
(with three degrees of freedom) with respect to the primary 
screen. Such orientations are often beneficial or required for 35 
a user to view the screen in various ambient light conditions 
including light source location and intensity. 

Consequently, it is an object of the invention to provide an 
improved enlargement of a viewiny screen without increas- 
ing the footprint of the base device. 40 

It is a further object of the invention to provide an 
improved viewing screen, rotatable within a plurality of 
degrees of freedom with respect to a base device. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide a screen 
mounting apparatus for an enlarged viewing screen includ- ^5 
ing a secondary screen positionable at any orientation with 
respect to a base device and within a plurality of degrees of 
freedom with respect to a primary screen without enlarging 
the footprint of the base device. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance with the invention an interface apparatus 
comprises a base element, an interface element, and an 
attachment mechanism for attaching the interface element to 
the base element. The attachment mechanism is pivotable 55 
within a plurality of degrees of freedom. 

Other features and advantages of this invention will 
become apparent from the following detailed description of 
the presently preferred embodiment of the invention, taken 
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings. 60 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
FIG. 1 illustrates an opened pivotal display member in 
accordance with a first embodiment of the invention. 

FIG. 2 illustrates multiple display members pivotally 65 
mounted in accordance with another embodiment the inven- 
tion. 
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FIGS. 3 and 4 illustrate lop and back views, respectively, 
of the closed pivotable display member of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 5 illustrates a pivotable mechanism for mounting a 
display member to a base device in accordance with a 
preferred embodiment of the invention. 

FIG. 6 is a cut-away view of the pivotable mechanism of 
FIG. 5 ilhistrating the socket portion of a ball and socket 
mechanism of the pivotable attachment member of the 
preferred embodiment of the invention. 

FIG. 7 is a view of the pivotable mechanism of FIG. 5 
illustrating the ball and socket portions of the of the pivot- 
able attachment member of the preferred embodiment of the 
invention. 

RG. 8 is a view of a ribbon wire for interconnecting a 
display member and base member (or another display 
member) so as to allow a plurality of degrees of freedom of 
motion between the members. 

FIG. 9 illustrates a closed selectively extensible display 
member in accordance with another embodiment of the 
invention. 

FIG. 10 illustrates the display member of the embodiment 
of FIG. 9 in the open position. 

FIG. 11 is a cut away view of the display member of 
FIGS. 9 and 10 illustrating the selective extension support 
mechanism. 

FIG. 12 illustrates a pivotally mounted side panel in 
accordance with a further embodiment of the invention. 

FIGS. 13 through 16 illustrate various views of the 
pivotable mechanism of FIG. 12 in closed position for 
motmting a display member to another member. 

FIGS. 17 and 18 illustrate a female spherical guide and 
socket surface for the pivotable mechanism of FIG. 12 in 
closed position. 

FIG. 19 illustrates the socket attachment surface of FIG. 
18, 

FIG. 20 illustrates a plurality of secondary display mem- 
bers rotatably mounted to a primary display device which is 
in turn rotatably mounted to a base member in accordance 
with another embodiment of the invention. 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE 
INVENTION 

In accordance with the invention, an extensible member 
is, in two of its embodiments, pivotally mounted so as to be 
rotatably adjustable about a pivot point with respect to a 
primary member. The primary member may be a base 
member or another display member. These members may be 
computer keyboards or displays, such as liquid crystal 
displays (LCDs), audio speakers, or the like such as are used 
in desk top or lap top computers and terminals. In a first 
embodiment, an extension display device is pivotally 
mounted to a primary disp bj^^jeyicc. In a second 
embodiment, a primary display device is pivotally mounted 
to a keyboard base. In a third embodiment, the extension 
display device is pivotally mounted to a keyboard base, 
which is in turn pivotally or hinge mounted to a primary 
display device. 

Further embodiments relate to pivotally and extensibly 
mounting various secondary devices in various combina- 
tions to a base or to other secondary devices so moimted. 

FIG. 1 illustrates an opened pivotal display member, or 
LCD, 101 with rigid mounting wall 106 fixedly attached to 
a base member or keyboard 105. Ribbon wire 109 intercon- 
nects display member 101 and base member 105 and, in this 



12/12/2003, EAST version: 1.4.1 



us 6,302,612 Bl 



10 



figure, hides a pivotal connection mechanism for attaching 
display member 101 to base member 105 at mounting wall 
106. 

FIG, 2 illustrates a multiple display LCD configuration 
utilizing four pivotal connections, including ball and socket 
connections hidden, in this view, by connecting ribbons 109, 
and 115-117. Each pivotal connection 115-117 provides 
more than the normal hinge degrees of freedom. Primary 
LCD 101 and secondary LCD 118 are mounted by a ball and 
socket attachment beneath ribbon connectors 109 and 115 
respectively for rotation from a closed to the open position 
shown, and further about the minor axis of panel 101, from 
left to right. ITie two side LCDs 119, 120 are similariy 
mounted for rotation forward and backward, between planes 
coplanar with primary display (that is, the open position as ^5 
shown in FIG. 2) and parallel to the plan of primary display 
(that is, a closed position), and also about the minor axis of 
the respective side panels 119 and 120 which are, in this 
embodiment, parallel to the major axis of primary panel 101. 

FIGS. 3 and 4 illustrate a pivotal LCD display member 
including a primary LCD 101 and a cylindrical support shaft 
102 which provides a rigid connection from the primary 
LCD 101 to ball 103. Ball 103 is part of the "baU and socket" 
mechanism. There are two socket parts 124 and 125, one on 
each side of the ball 103 that are housed in the rigid 
mounting wall 106. Mounting wall 106 includes portions 
121 and 122 fixedly attached to base member 105 with at 
least one portion 121, 122 preferably attached in such a 



a ribbon connection slot 107 which connects the ribbon wire 
109 for the primary LCD 101 to the ribbon connection slot 
108 for the laptop, or keyboard base 105. 

FIG. 9 illustrates a closed selectively extensible LCD, 
with the primary LCD 110, the hidden secondary LCD lU 
and the closed selective extension handle 112. 

FIG. 10 illustrates the selectively extensible LCD of FIG. 
9 in the open position, with a primary LCD 110, a secondary 
LCD HI and a selective extension handle 112 which is on 
the back top of the secondary LCD 111. When ready to lower 
secondary LCD 111, the selective extension handle 112 is 
pulled up to release supports holding secondary LCD 111 in 
place. Alternatively, a friction fit is used to hold the second- 
ary LCD 111 in place. LCD 111 may then be lowered to its 
locked and closed position behind the primary LCD 110, as 
is shown in FIG. 9. 

FIG. 11 illustrates an internal view of connecting wire 127 
connection hardware and support member 114, 128. Support 
member 128 is attached to surface 129 of base 100 at hinge 
2Q 126, and interconnection circuit wires 127 are connected by 
male/female plug connector 130. Secondary LCD 111 uti- 
lizes a similar male/female circuitry connection and 
mechanical hinge connection 113 on the bottom face of the 
secondary LCD 111. This support member 114, 128 is used 
to both support the secondary LCD 111 when extended from 
a collapsed position to a fully extended position and to guide 
interconnection circuitry 127 for the secondary LCD 111. 
FIG. 12 illustrates an opened pivotal LCD with side panel 
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, J- * . r *u 1- J u display 132 rotatably mounted to base 136 by ball 135 in 

manner as to permit adjustment of the pressure apphed by ^^JtiA t r-mn v • u Ji* » u- 

socket nnrtion!. Md «nH lis tn u.u ini wk.t. i7d ,nH 30 socket 134. Prunary LCD 131 is, m this embodiment, hmge 

attached to base 136. Plastic clip 139 provides additional 



socket portions 124 and 125 to bail 103. Sockets 124 and 
125 are concave shaped parts that tightly hold the ball 103 
for rotation about its center. Mounting wall 106 socket 
surfaces 124 and 125 hold ball 103 to pivot the primary LCD 
101 in a position above base 105 so that it can close down 
flat as shown in FIG. 3. 

FIG, 5 illustrates an opened pivotal primary LCD 101 and 
a support shaft 102 which is a rigid connection from primary 
LCD 101 to the baU 103. There are two socket parts 124, 125 
housed in mounting wall 106, one on each side of the ball 
103. This figure shows how the primary LCD 101 can have 
additional degrees of freedom with an ability to rotate from 
side to side (about the minor axis of primary display element 
101.) Ribbon connection slots 107 and 108 are provided for 
receiving ribbon connection 109 

FIG. 6 illustrates an enlarged pivotal connection without 
ball 103 and without ribbon wire 109. The primary LCD 101 
has an attached cylindrical support 102 and a ribbon con- 
nection slot 107. The rigid mounting walls 121, 122 house 



support for secondary LCD 132 by securing it to primary 
LCD 131. Plastic clip 129 can be any of a number of simple 
attachments that would need to be manually connected after 
35 the laptop computer is opened. 

FIGS. 13-16 display a closed pivotal LCD, including 
primary LCD 131, secondary LCD 132, spherical encasing 
133, a female spherical guide 134 to guide the pivotal LCD 
to an upright position. This guide 134 is attached to LCD 
40 base 136 across the back and down the comer of the pivot 
joint. Female guide 134 envelopes male spherical support 
135 by approximately 75%, allowing for the two planes of 
movement necessary to bring LCD 132 to its upright posi- 
tion. Male spherical support 135 is attached to the secondary 
45 LCD 132 at a 45 degree angle via a connecting bar 144. This 
connecting bar 144 may be a cylinder optionally solid for 
support or hollow to pass circuitry from the secondary LCD 
132 to the base laptop computer 136. FIG. 16 shows the 
circuitry going from base laptop computer pie piece 137 to 



^K^!f ™l??.::!^!?.^.'^!n^^ keyboard 105 50 the 45 degree face cutout 138 in side panel 132. The hoUow 

^^j^^^^ ^^^.^^ ^^^^.^^ ^^^.^^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^ ^^^^ 

spherical support 135 to pass circuitry to base 136 of the 
laptop computer. This secondary solution hides the circuit 
wires in their entirety. 

FIG. 17 illustrates female spherical guide or socket 134 
for the closed pivotal LCD. This cut-away is from FIG. 13 
and shows secondary LCD 132 and male spherical support 
135 which is within the female spherical guide 134. Hinge 
145 attaches primary LCD 131 to base 136 and does not 
60 interfere at all with movement of side panel LCD 132. The 
female spherical guide 134 has a slotted track 146 which 
attachment post 140 to secondary LCD 132 follows to open 
and close. This pivotal hinge provides degrees of freedom 



contains ribbon connection slot 108 and primary display 
element 101 contains ribbon connection slot 107. 

FIG. 7 illustrates the enlarged pivotal connection of FIG. 
6 without the ribbon wire 109, but including ball 103. 
Primary LCD 101 has an attached support bar or member 55 
102 and a ribbon connection slot 107. Fixedly attached 
mounting walls 121, 122 house concave socket surface 
members 124, 125, respectively, which tightly hold ball 103 
as a "ball and socket" joint. The keyboard 105 contains 
ribbon connection slot 108. 

FIG. 8 illustrates an enlarged pivotal connection without 
the ball 103, cylindrical support 102, and concave sockets 
124 and 125. Ribbon wire 109 is shown as having suflGcient 
length to allow more freedom for the LCD 101 to move firom 



that normal hinge connections cannot, including swiveHng 
side to side, or rotate about its minor axis. By minimizing the 65 about axes of rotation parallel to both the minor and the 
number of wires required the more freedom LCD 101 will major axes of side panel 132, Umited by how much circuitry 
have for rotation about its minor axis. Primary LCD 101 has (circuit wires) is required. 
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FIG. 18 illustrates a more detailed view of the ball 135 
and socket 134 in accordance with ao examplary embodi- 
meDt of the invention. Ball 135 is fixedly attached by post 
140 to secondary display panel 132 and rotates within socket 
134 which, as is shown in this embodiment comprises two 5 
flanged hemispheres 141 and 142 assembled and tightened 
by screws (not shown) through holes drilled at center line 
143 through the flanges. Socket 134 is fixedly attached to 
base 136 at surface 137, and is grooved at 146 to accom- 
modate post 140 as it rotates about the center of ball 135 to lo 
position display element 132 with respect to base 136. 

FIG. 19 illustrates the cylindrical surface 137 in base 136 
to which spherical guide 134 is fixedly attached. 

FIG. 20 illustrates a multiple LCD configuration utilizing 
pivotal hinge connections 147. Each pivotal hinge connec- 
tion 147 provides more than the normal hinge degrees of 
freedom. For the primary LCD 131, it can now rotate from 
left to right. For the two side LCDs 148, they are capable of 
rotating forward and backward, and beyond the plane of the 
primary LCD 131. '^^ 

In accordance with other aspects of the invention, the 
extensible pivotal member comprises an audio side speaker. 
Further, several such pivotal members may comprise any 
combination of displays, speakers, or other such interface ^ 
elements useful on a desktop or laptop computer or other 
such device. 

ADVANTAGES OVER THE PRIOR ART 

It is an advantage of the preferred embodiment of inven- 30 
tion that eolargement of a viewing screen is provided 
without increasing the footprint of the base device. 

It is a further advantage of the invention that there is 
provided an improved viewing screen, rotatable within a 
plurality of degrees of freedom with respect to a base device. ^5 

It is a further advantage of the invention that there is 
provided a screen mounting apparatus for an enlarged view- 
ing screen including a secondary screen positionable at any 
orientation with respect to a base device and within a 
plurality of degrees of freedom with respect to a primary ^ 
screen without enlarging the footprint of the base device. 

ALTERNATIVE EMBODIMENTS 

It will be appreciated that, although specific embodiments 45 
of the invention have been described herein for purposes of 
illustration, various modifications may be made without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. 

Accordingly, the scope of protection of this invention is 
limited only by the following claims and their equivalents. 50 

We claim: 

1. An interface apparatus, comprising: 

a base element; 

a primary interface element; 

a secondary interface element; 

a first attachment mechanism attaching said secondary 
interface element at a single point to said primary 
interface element, said first attachment mechanism 
being pivolable within a plurality of degrees of free- 
dora; 

said primary interface element being characterized by a 
major axis and a minor axis; and 

said first attachment mechanism is rotatable about at least 
one axis parallel to said major axis of said primary 65 
interface element and at least one axis parallel to said 
minor axis of said primary interface element; 
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wherein said first attachment mechanism comprises a first 
ball and a first socket. 

2. An interface apparatus, comprising: 
a base element; 

a primary interface element; 
a secondary interface element; 

a first attachment mechanism attaching said secondary 
interface element to said primary interface element, 
said first attachment mechanism being pivolable within 
a plurality of degrees of freedom and rotatable about at 
least one axis parallel to a major axis of said primary 
interface element and at least one axis parallel to a 
minor axis of said primary interface element; and 

a second attachment mechanism for rotatably attaching 
said primary interface element to said base element, 
said second attachment mechanism comprising a hinge 
enabling rotation of said primary interface element 
about a single axis, and wherein said first attachment 
mechanism is positioned for rotation about axes oflEset 
from said single axis. 

3. The interface apparatus of claim 2, wherein said second 
attachment mechanism comprises a second ball and a second 
socket adapted to enable rotation of said primary interface 
element about a plurality of axes of rotation. 

4. The interface apparatus of claim 3, wherein said second 
ball is fixedly attached by a post to said primary interface 
element; said second socket is fixedly attached to said base 
element and grooved so as to direct movement of said post 
in a manner enabling rotation of said second ball about a 
plurality of axis of rotation. 

5. An interface apparatus, comprising: 
a base element; 

ao interface element; 

an attachment mechanism attaching said interface ele- 
ment at a single point to said base element, said 
attachment mechanism being a ball and socket pivot- 
able within a plurality of degrees of freedom; and 

interconnecting circuitry adapted for interconnecting said 
base element and said interface element; 

wherein said ball is fixedly attached by a post to said 
interface element; said socket is fixedly attached to said 
base element and grooved so as to direct movement of 
said post in a manner enabling rotation of said ball 
about a plurality of axis of rotation. 

6. The interface apparatus of claim 5, said interconnecting 
circuitry being adapted for interconnecting said base ele- 
ment and said interface element throughout the motion 
enabled by the groove in said socket. 

7. An interface apparatus, comprising 
a base element; 

a primary element; 
a secondary element; 

a first attachment mechanism attaching said secondary 
interface element at a single point to said primary 
interface element, said first attachment mechanism 
being pivolable within a plurality of degrees of free- 
dom; 

said primary interface element being characterized by a 
major axis and a minor axis; and 

said first attachment mechanism is rotatable about at least 
one axis parallel to said major axis of said primary 
interface element and at least one axis parallel to said 
minor axis of said primary interface element; 

further comprising a second attachment mechanism for 
rolatably attaching said primary interface element to 
said base element. 
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8. The interface apparatus of claim 7, wherein said second 
attachment mechanism comprises a hinge enabling rotation 
of said primary interface element about a single axis, and 
wherein said first attachment mechanism is positioned for 
rotation about axes offset from said single axis. 

9. The interface apparatus of claim 8, wherein said second 
attachment mechanism comprises a second ball and a second 
socket adapted to enable rotation of said primary interface 
element about a plurality of axes of rotation. 

10. The interface apparatus of claim 9, wherein said 
second ball is fixedly attached by a post to said primary 
interface element; said second socket is fixedly attached to 
said base element and grooved so as to direct movement of 
said post in a manner enabling rotation of said second ball 
about a plurality of axis of rotation. 

11. An interface apparatus, comprising: 
a base element; 

a primary interface element; 
a secondary interface element; 

a first attachment mechanism attaching said secondary 
interface element at a single point to said primary 
interface element, said first attachment mechanism 
being pivotable within a plurality of degrees of free- 
dom; 

said primary interface element being characterized by a 
major axis and a minor axis; 

said first attachment mechanism is rotatable about at least 
one axis parallel to said major axis of said primary 
interface element and at least one axis parallel to said 
minor axis of said primary interface element; and 

said primary interface element being a display; 

fiirther comprising a second attachment mechanism for 
rotatably attaching said primary interface element to 
said base element. 

12. An interface apparatus, comprising: 
a base element; 

a primary interface element; 
a secondary element; 

a first attachment mechanism attaching said secondary 
interface element at a single point to said primary 
interface element, said first attachment mechanism 
being pivotable within a plurality of degrees of free- 
dom; 
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said primary interface element being characterized by a 
major axis and a minor axis; 

said first attachment mechanism is rotatable about at least 
one axis parallel to said major axis of said primary 
interface element and at least one axis parallel to said 
minor axis of said primary interface element; and 

said first attachment mechanism comprising a ball and a 
socket. 

13. An interface apparatus, comprising: 
a base element; 

a primary interface element; 
a secondary interface element; 

a first attachment mechanism attaching said secondary 
interface element at a single point to said primary 
interface element, said first attachment mechanism 
being pivotable within a plurality of degrees of free- 
dom; 

said primary interface element being characterized by a 
major axis and a minor axis; 

said first attachment mechanism is rotatable about at least 
one axis parallel to said major axis of said primary 
interface element and at least one axis parallel to said 
minor axis of said primary interface element; and 

a second attachment mechanism for rotatably attaching 
said primary interface element to said base element. 

14. The interface apparatus of claim 13, wherein said 
second attachment mechanism comprises a hinge enabling 
rotation of said primary interface element about a single 
axis, and wherein said first attachment mechanism is posi- 
tioned for rotation about axes oflket from said single axis. 

15. The interface apparams of claim 14, wherein said 
second attachment mechanism comprises a second ball and 
a second socket adapted to enable rotation of said primary 
interface element about a plurality of axes of rotation. 

16. The interface apparatus of claim 15, wherein said 
second ball is fixedly attached by a post to said primary 
interface element; and second socket is fixedly attached to 
said base element and grooved so as to direct movement of 
said post in a manner enabling rotation of said second ball 
about a plurality of axis of rotation. 
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